
Copyrights-Quick Definition 
 
1. A copyright is a set of exclusive rights granted by government for a limited time to protect the 
particular form, way or manner in which an idea or information is expressed. Copyright may 
subsist in a wide range of creative or artistic forms or "works", including literary works, movies, 
musical works, sound recordings, paintings, photographs, software, and industrial designs. 
Copyright is a type of intellectual property. 
 
2. The legal proprietary right to reproduce, have reproduced, publish, and sell copies of literary, 
musical, and other artistic works. The rights to literary properties reside in the author from the 
time the work is produced - regardless of whether a formal copyright registration is obtained. 
However, for legal recourse in the event of plagiarism or other infringement, the work must be 
registered with the US Copyright Office, and all copies of the work must bear the copyright notice. 
 
3. Copyright is a form of protection provided by the laws of the United States (title 17, US Code) to 
the authors of “original works of authorship,” including literary, dramatic, musical, artistic, and 
certain other intellectual works. This protection is available to both published and unpublished 
works. 


